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This Is Your Life

THE MOST excxtmg expenment on earth is bemg con-
ducted in a- quiet laboratory on the UC campus in
‘Berkeley. It has nothing to do with nuclear energy or send-
ing monkeys to the moon. ... .. -- - :

It is an attempt to translate the language of hfe

. The place is the Virus Lab and its 'direetor is Dr Wen-
dell Stanley.. His experi-

mental field lies in the no- .. .

‘man’s land between Uv. = . . '
ing things and nonliving I '
| things. . s
! It was in this awesome
‘area that Dr. Stanley iso-’
lated the first virus, puri-
fied and crystallized it. For -
this he - received a Nobel
Rrize in 1935. Until that
time viruses were like the
weather. Everybody com-
plained about them but no
one DID anything’

Dr. Stanley will re-create that historic expenment today;
on the first of an eight-part TV series titled “Virus,” toldin
layman’s terms and made possible through a KQED grant.
from-the National Science Foundation. (Channel 9 on Tues--
days at 4 p. m. with repeats Wednesdays at 3 30 p m. nnd :
Fridays at 7:30 p.m.)

Recently, Stanley and staff have dzscovered nucletc
acid, the hereditary material of viruses and of all lwmg
things. In this acid are the secrets of life itself. Itisa
thrilling step toward an unbelievable goal. ;
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| cer is low.”
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“AST T put on my rubber gloves and hopped over

to see Dr. Stanley. I expected to see a.cross, between _ -

Dr. Frankenstein and The Wizard of Oz pounng smoky
fluids from one test tube to another. - 3

" : “Go right in, hes expécting you,” said an. .

! d1d and there was a-happy looking gentleman w1th sparklmg

' eyes, a fine pink complexion, and a splendid sense of framor. _ -
He was sitting at' a large desk under a window: overlookmg
the entrance to the Greek Theater. There" were, ~books
stacked everywhere and nota test tube in sxght. e
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 What T mistook to be ‘an. abstract modern'painting
turned out to be an enlargement of a: eﬁ‘mass of
polio viruses — the size of a grain of salt LIHS

" “There’ s enough virus in that one crystal to cause polxo
in everyone in the United States — provided of course that
‘they were susceptlble and 1t could be dlstnbuted g 3a1
Dr. Stanley. ;t.\ﬁ;;*.,_,\ - e e .

. Among the current pl‘0]ects of Dr Stanle); 'ind lus
staff is defining the relation of vu'uses to cancer — par-
ticularly the-tobacco mosaic virus. “A pack of. cxgarettes
a day will mcrease Jyour chance of lung cancer by 80 per
cent,” he sald. A th ‘of’ :

'Nevertheles"sf :Stanley does not smoke czgarettes.
He gave them u; shortly a;tter makzng the above dzscouery :

UT DR. STANLEY’S thoughts are on a far rote Eighiti-
cant godl. He explains it thls way: “The amotnt- of;

" information needed to build a man is approxx.mately one

million pages of theory. Yet all this information is:con-
tained in the thread-like molecule called nucleic acid,, whlchf ’
is the essential genetic matenal of viruses and all otherce]]s ‘
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“The Morse Code is made up of two symbols — the dot :
and dash. Yet by combining them in different ways a
telegrapher can reproduce the Bible. In a single molecule’
of nucleic acid is written the language of hfe i is' wntten '
in a code of 6500 symbols. - :

“I hope to break that code,” smd Dr. Stanley, slmply :
Someone has said, “It is a good idea for a man to have
"his eyes and mind fixed on distant stars.” SR

Dr. Stanley is one of these. And meeting him iu an
immensely rewarding experience. f




